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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 at 9 AM
FBC ACTIVITIES CENTER

Join us as we come together as ONE CHURCH at the Activities Center 
to worship God and to celebrate God’s vision for our future. We will 
gather for fellowship at 9:00 a.m. and our combined worship service 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. with music offered by Deepwater and the 
Chancel Choir. Come and enjoy coffee and donuts prior to worship. 
Nursery will be provided for children up to 4 years old. 

There’s a lot to celebrate at FBC! Check out our pastor’s letter on page 2. 

CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY

Saturday, October 24
Join us for a family-fun night at the annual  
FBC Fall Festival on Saturday, October 24th. 
Grab your favorite DISNEY character’s 
costume for this year’s Disney-themed Fall 
Festival! Festivities begin at 4:30 p.m. and 
go until 7:30 p.m. at the Activities Center. 
There will be delicious pizza, nachos, snacks 
and drinks for a small charge and a ton of fun 
games! Entrance to the Fall Festival is free! 
We invite all Sunday School classes to provide candy for prizes and cakes for the popular 
Cake Walk. Please drop off candy and cake at the Activities Center by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, 
October 23. Volunteers are also needed to help with the food concessions. If you can 
volunteer to be a part of this fun evening please contact Margaret Johnson at  
mjohnson@fbcwilmington.org or 799-7564.

OCTOBER 11



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and  welcoming 
to anyone, no  matter where they are on  

their faith journey, and is  intentionally 
joining with Christ in His redemptive work 

and purposes in the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

October 4
Transformation Sunday

“A Giant Leap of 
Transformation” 

Acts 10:44-47 
Matt Cook

October 11
Celebration Sunday

On this Sunday we will have one 
worship service together at the 

Activities Center at 9:00 a.m.
Joshua 3:1-5
Matt Cook

October 18
Dr. Brad Creed

President
Campbell University

DIVINE ENCOUNTERS
October 25

“Naaman”                                 
2 Kings 5:9-14

Matt Cook 
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Save the Date for Christmas 
at First Baptist!

Mark your calendars for the much 
anticipated Christmas at First Baptist 
December 11-13. It’s not too late to 
join the choir for this special event! 
This is a wonderful opportunity 
to sing with a full orchestra as we 
prepare our hearts and minds for 
Christmas. We meet on Thursday 
nights in the choir room directly 
above the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.,
 and our next Saturday rehearsal is October 17th. Join us for breakfast at 9:00 
a.m. and then a rehearsal until noon. If interested, contact Steven Thomason at 
sthomason@fbcwilmington.org or 763-2471.

Thank You God!
Thank You First Baptist 
Church! 

 
One of the theological dilemmas that you start wrestling with 
when you go to seminary is this—who is really responsible for the 
good things that happen? Does God orchestrate every occurrence 
of blessing or do human beings have the freedom to do good (and 
also not to do good)? 
 The reason why I’m asking that question is because I’ve been sitting 
here looking at my computer screen trying to figure out who to 
thank for the tremendous response to our Immeasurably More Campaign. So here’s my answer…
 Thank you God! Thank you First Baptist Church!
 Part of what we’ve been reminding ourselves of is how good God has been to each of us-for the 
gifts of our families, for the opportunity to live in a beautiful place like the beaches of southeast-
ern North Carolina, for warm homes, and enough food to eat- the list could go on for miles.
 We’ve also been reminding ourselves of how powerfully at work God has been in our church.  
Three weeks ago we celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the Journey Service. Two weeks ago we 
celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the Harrelson Center. We’ve got two distinct campuses that 
help us worship and reach our community, and a ministry staff full of talented, hard-working men 
and women who lead and serve us so well. God is good!
 
But so are you! The truth is God invites us to join Him, and I don’t think He really minds sharing 
the credit. I think God WANTS us to know what He feels like when He blesses us, and so He 
invites us to bless others in return with our time, energy and financial resources. 
 And that’s what you’ve done in a big way these past few days. I was talking to Margaret Johnson 
the other day about what might happen if our church responded in a big way. She said, “I’ll never 
be surprised by the good things that the people of First Baptist Church do…I’ve seen it happen 
too many times”. Margaret was right. So, while God made it possible, let me also say that you 
responded in faithfulness. As of this writing, 140 of our families committed to take a step 
forward in faith with their giving next year. 70 new families decided to make a pledge for the 
coming year, and all the pledges aren’t even in as of my writing this. This is a tremendous 
response!
 In the coming weeks, you’re going to get the opportunity as a church to hear what we think God 
might do through us because of your faithfulness. On October 11th, you’ll hear reports from 
some of our elected leadership to talk about some new possibilities that we think might help 
us live into a new season of hope and possibility as a church. I hope you’re planning on being 
with us to celebrate that Sunday morning and to look ahead together as we worship as one 
congregation out at the Activities Center!
 Great things have happened. Great things are happening. Great things are coming 
in our future.

 Thank you God!  Thank you First Baptist Church!



FBC had 102 students and adults represented at the annual DNOW Fall 
Retreat at Fort Caswell September 19-20. We were a part of a group of 800 
other teenagers and adults who gathered for a great time of fellowship and 
worship. Stuart Hall was our speaker and did a great job with the theme 
of Vision, challenging both our teenagers and adults with powerful 
messages. A big thank you to all the youth leaders who helped make it a 
great weekend. 

God Working in the Lives of 
Our Children & Youth

The sixth grade girls and their moms marked the end of a summer long 
Bible study called “The Princess and the Kiss” with a special Prayer Tea on 
Sunday, September 13 in the church parlor downtown. The FBC Princess 
Club is an opportunity for girls and their moms to study more fully 
1 Timothy 1:5, “Love comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and 
a sincere faith”. This special time of Bible study and friendship building 
help our young girls more fully understand the importance of a purity of 
mind, body and heart. The Prayer Tea is a wonderful celebration and an 
opportunity for each mom to  give their daughter a special prayer blessing. 
This year’s tea was hosted by the moms and girls of the Princess Club from 
last year. Thank you to each of them for their generous gospel hospitality.
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Celebrating Along the Way
In 2009 we began a journey that, like many things at FBC, 
became Immeasurably More than we asked or imagined. A six 
month experiment with a team of 20 people to write our own 
Sunday School lessons and daily devotions became a six and a 
half year endeavor called Along the Way. Almost 700 
different individuals have contributed to this unique project 
over the years, sharing their faith through writing, 
encouraging one another as followers of Jesus in the world, 
offering hope and challenge and lessons learned from their 
own encounters with God in Scripture and in life.

It was amazing and inspiring to me how God spoke in 
different ways through each and every person and what a 
blessing and encouragement it has been to be reminded that 
such authentic and abiding faith characterizes our church family.

This summer we made a decision to conclude this journey of Along the Way. It has been immeasurably 
more fruitful than we ever anticipated but we believe that God has new work that he wants to do in us 
and among us.  

Sometimes we have to let go of one thing in order to make room for God to give us something else. And 
so we celebrate this season in the life of our congregation. Thank you to each and every one of you who 
wrote a lesson or a devotion for Along the Way. Thank you for sharing your faith and your stories. You 
have made us a better church. Continue to pray as we listen and discern what God would have us to do 
next. Be expectant. Be hopeful. Every issue of Along the Way began with these words. May they be true 
for each of us as we continue to walk this journey of faith together:

Give a 
Meal to a 
Family in 

Need

This Thanksgiving, Cross-
Training Kids will collect 
donations to help provide 

Thanksgiving meals to those 
in our community who 
struggle to have enough 

food to eat each day. $45 will 
provide one Thanksgiving 
basket, put together by the 
kids grocery shopping for 
food items. Donations are 

accepted through 
November 16.



Congrats Steven 
and Sonya

Congratulations to 
First Baptist Church’s 
two newest divinity 
school students, 
Sonya Greer and 
Steven Thomason, 
who were recognized 
during the 
commissioning 
service at Campbell 
University Divinity 
School, on 
September 15th.

 Secanda Seifred
We welcome Secanda Seifred into 
our church family. She comes to us 
upon transfer of her membership  
from First Baptist Church of 
Asheboro, NC. Secanda grew up 
in Wilmington but her career in 
education took her away for a while. 
We are blessed to have her back in 
Wilmington as is the Brunswick 
Early College High School where 
she serves as a guidance counselor. 
Welcome her home to Wilmington 
and First Baptist.

Kamahra 
Nixon-McKoy

Sharing Life Together
General Fund

In memory of Early Hartley
by Susan & Carlton Prickett

by Jean C. Jarvis
by FBC Diaconate
by Luella M. Ricci

by Tony & Margaret Lopatka
by Susan Cruse, Dianne Kidd, 

Mary McGee, & Barbara Overcash

In memory of Tripp Wilson
by Susan & Carlton Prickett

by Melanie B. Williams
by Tony & Margaret Lopatka

In memory of Roy Piner 
by Vern & Mary Bell

South Africa Missions
In memory of Mary & Early Hartley

by Bill & Sharon Clayton

L

Budget Discussion
On Sunday, November 1st, there will be an opportunity 
to discuss the Proposed 2016 Budget. This discussion will 

be offered twice- at 8:15 a.m. and 12 noon in Fireside Hall. 
Church members will receive a copy of the proposed 

budget before this date to review. On Sunday, November 8th, 
the church will have a business conference to consider the 2016 
Budget and Nominating Report during both worship services.

Guatemala Team Departs
Our team traveling to Guatemala was commissioned at the 
worship service on September 27th. By the time you receive this 
newsletter, they will already be in Guatemala as they departed on 
October 4th. Please pray for this group as they are the 
presence of Jesus in Guatemala. 

Welcome New Members

We celebrate the recent baptism 
of Kamahra Nixon-McKoy. This 
special young lady is in the fourth 
grade at Gregory Elementary 
School. She has taken part in 
the Children’s Ministry of our 
church for the past year and been 
a part of the ministry of Christian 
Women’s Job Corps along with her 
mother for the past several years. 
Kamahra enjoys Sunday School 
and music. Her contagious smile 

brightens up the world and we look forward to many years of growing 
in discipleship with her and serving others in the name of Jesus.

Kathleen and Rick 
Both

Kathleen and Rick Both have 
traded the mountains of Colorado 
for the sand dunes of Carolina Beach 
and are bringing their giftedness to 
our church. They have followed Jesus 
for a long time and will now do so 
as they enjoy retirement. Rick was a 
commercial pilot for many years and 
is now teaching flying lessons at the 
airport on Oak Island. Kathleen is 
self-employed. They join after           

                                                         completing the Connections Class.

Carolyn and Philip 
Spangler

Carolyn and Philip Spangler have 
retired from their careers and are 
now enjoying Wilmington after 
years in Charlotte, Kansas City and 
Gettysburg, PA. Philip is fascinated 
by history, especially Civil War 
history, and looks forward to 
discovering Fort Fisher. Carolyn 
is the sister to our own Brenda 
Walden. The Spanglers completed 
our Connections Class and are now    
part of the Fellowship Sunday  

                                                               School class. Welcome!  
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Attendance

Worship             521        646         679        628
 Sunday              521        551         603        620 
School     

The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Early Hartley
by Susan & Carlton Prickett

by Jean C. Jarvis
by FBC Diaconate
by Luella M. Ricci

by Tony & Margaret Lopatka
by Susan Cruse, Dianne Kidd, 

Mary McGee, & Barbara Overcash

In memory of Tripp Wilson
by Susan & Carlton Prickett

by Melanie B. Williams
by Tony & Margaret Lopatka

In memory of Roy Piner 
by Vern & Mary Bell

South Africa Missions
In memory of Mary & Early Hartley

by Bill & Sharon Clayton

Hunger 
Relief Offering 
Goal: $4,000
Our special offering  
for the month of 
October is for Hunger 
Relief. You may be 
aware that one of the 
ministries of our 
church is to share meals 
with homeless and 
hungry people of 
Wilmington each 
Tuesday night. We have 
not missed doing this on a Tuesday night in 12 years. Many 
of our guests say the meal we provide is often their “only 
meal” for the week and always the best one. The time our 
missionaries spend engaging the guests in conversation may 
be as big a blessing as the food that is offered. Still, there 
are many hungry people in Wilmington, across our state 
and around the world. Did you know that the majority of 
children that attend public schools in New Hanover County 
receive free or reduced lunch?
A portion of our special offering will be used to support  
Nourish NC, a non-profit organization based here in 
Wilmington that provides backpacks that are filled with 
enough food for a child to take home to his/her family so 
they will not be hungry over the weekend. Each Friday, over 
200 students from a dozen schools receive a backpack, and 
with more funding, it could be more! 

In addition to our special offering we will have the 
opportunity to donate food for Nourish NC and Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard, the local food pantry that our church 
supports. Large containers will be located by the elevator at the 
Fifth Avenue entrance of our downtown campus throughout 
the month of October for your donations of canned and non-

perishable foods. Canned meats, pasta and peanut butter and 
jelly are needed most. Please consider bringing a can, box or jar 
of each with you when you come to worship in October. You can 

also join our pastor as he takes part in New Hanover County’s Crop 
Walk to end hunger at Hugh MacRae Park (shelter #5) on Sunday, 

October 11, at 1:30pm. Packets that can be used to enlist people to 
sponsor you as a walker are available by contacting Beth Gaglione at 

bgaglione@foodbankcenc.org

October Tuesday Noon 
We hope that our Tuesday Noon Services will be a part of 
your October! We meet each week for a wonderful meal 
($5/person) and time of fellowship, followed by a short 
devotional. The schedule for October is as follows:

October 6th: Speaker: John Daniels
October 13th: Speaker: Jayne Davis
October 20st: Speaker: Don Vigus

October 27: Daryl Trexler
The Tuesday Noon schedule and menu are always 
available on our website at fbcwilmington.org under the 
Discipleship tab.

Giving
September Goal:

September Receipts: 

YTD Goal:
YTD Receipts:

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Ruth St. Clair on her loss 
on September 17, 2015. Ruth was a member of FBC for 39 years.

Christian sympathy is extended to Steve and Linda Robinson on the 
loss of their son, Kurt Robinson, on September 29, 2015.
    

SEPT
6

SEPT
13

SEPT
20
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Pastor’s Fund
In memory of Rosalie West

by Joan Marshall

Music Ministry
In honor of Steven Thomason

by Willis & Ann Brown

In memory of Early Hartley
by Jim & Glenda Currin
by Don & Judy Womble

In memory of Ed Piner
by Jim & Glenda Currin

Children’s Ministry
In memory of Brenda Jones 

by Lanier Ladies’ Class

Missions
In memory of Rosalie West 

by Mr. & Mrs. Roland G. Moody

$ 148,126.00
$ 147,360.78 
- $765.22

$ 1,408,019.00
$ 1,355,391.69 
- $52,627.31

SEPT
27



 Harrelson Center 
Thankful Hearts Luncheon
The annual Harrelson Center Thankful Hearts Luncheon is Thursday,
November 19th at 11:30 a.m. at the First Baptist Church Activities Center. 
Middle of the Island will provide our delicious lunch again this year and we 
have a fun theme in honor of our 10th Anniversary, “Oh the Places You’ll Go!”. 
Join us for this meaningful event and hear testimonies from our partner 
organizaitons and those served through the Center. RSVP at 343-8212 or 
info@harrelsoncenter.org. 

2016 Spirituality Retreat
Longing for God in the 

everyday moments of life?  
Need a time and a place 

and a way to slow down long 
enough to hear God’s voice?

Come and be a part of the 
annual Spirituality Retreat, 

February 26-28, 2016, at Caraway 
Conference Center in Asheboro, NC!  

“Practicing His Presence” will be our 
theme.

Listening to the writings of Brother Lawrence, we will learn how to connect ourselves more deeply to 
God as we go about the ordinary events of our days and the peace and anchoring that comes from 

noticing and leaning on God’s presence in our lives. The retreat is designed around a sacred rhythm of 
quiet individual reflection and rest, conversation in small groups and wonderful times of worship, eating 

and laughing together. There will be plenty of free time to walk along trails in the woods and around the 
lake, to walk the prayer labyrinth or simply to relax.

Several of our staff ministers are planning to participate and, for the third year in a row, we will join with 
Greg Rogers and the good folks from Oakmont Baptist Church in Greenville for this time of retreat.

The cost for the retreat, which includes two nights lodging, six meals (Friday dinner through Sunday lunch) 
and the book we will be using, is $219 for a single room and $195 per person for a double room.   

Registration begins online on October 1st. The deadline for signing up is November 30th. For more 
information, contact Jayne Davis, jdavis@fbcwilmington.org.

Bible Drill & Thrills
Do you have a desire to learn more about the Bible? 
Have you always wanted to know all the books of the 
Bible in order and how to find them quickly? Do you 
have a desire to memorize scripture and know where 
key passages are in the Bible and how to apply them 
to your life situations? There is no better way to 
learn than by helping our children gain these skills 
through fun and games plus YOU TOO will grow 
your knowledge of God’s Word. 
Children’s Bible Drill is gearing up for another fantastic season of learning and we need adults, college 
students and older high schoolers to help lead our children. Training will be provided. Bible Drill meets 
weekly from October through April on Sunday afternoons from 4:30-6:00pm. If you would like to join our 

amazing volunteer team please email Mrs. Jeannie today at jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org.
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 Harrelson Center 
Thankful Hearts Luncheon
The annual Harrelson Center Thankful Hearts Luncheon is Thursday,
November 19th at 11:30 a.m. at the First Baptist Church Activities Center. 
Middle of the Island will provide our delicious lunch again this year and we 
have a fun theme in honor of our 10th Anniversary, “Oh the Places You’ll Go!”. 
Join us for this meaningful event and hear testimonies from our partner 
organizaitons and those served through the Center. RSVP at 343-8212 or 
info@harrelsoncenter.org. 
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Save a Life 
Today!

Every day, approximately 44,000 pints 
of blood are needed in the US. That 
means that almost every two seconds 
someone needs blood. In July, FBC 
sponsored a blood drive at the Activities 
Center and we surpassed our goal of 27 
units of blood! We really want to do that 
again, so we have scheduled another Red 
Cross Blood Drive on October 27 from 
1:00-5:30 pm. Please plan to come to the 
Activities Center and be a part of saving 
lives that day. The need for blood is 
ongoing and there is no substitute for blood! 
Call the Activities Center to sign up at 799-7564.

Save the Date for 
Celebrate Christmas

Your family is invited to 
attend Celebrate Christmas on 
Saturday, December 5, from 
9:00 am until 11:30 am. The 
celebration will begin with 
breakfast followed by 
children performing a 
dramatization of the 
Christmas story. The day will 
end with creating several 
age-appropriate keepsake 
crafts. This is a great time to 

invite a friend! We are in need of volunteers for Celebrate Christmas to 
serve breakfast, prepare crafts, and help the children with their 
costumes. If you can help, please contact Audra Holleman at 452-5768.

”

     Fall Fun Ahead!
First Baptist Church has lots of fall events coming up for you to have fun and fellowship with 

friends and family! If you have questions or need to RSVP, call the Activities Center at 799-7564.

     
This year’s Virginia Creeper trip will be October 16 -18. The bus will leave for Abingdon, VA 
at 1:00 p.m. on Friday and return Sunday after a fun-filled weekend of bike riding the Virginia 
Creeper Trail. The cost is $110/person with four in a room or $165/person with two in a room. 
The cost includes breakfast each morning, transportation and a bike for the trail. To reserve your 
spot, trip payment is due by October 7th to Margaret at the Activities Center. 

                                   
      This treasured tradition brings us all around the table to share a Thanksgiving meal and communion  
                   together as a church family. The banquet is Sunday, November 22nd, at 6:00 p.m. at the Activities 
        Center. The food will be plentiful with turkeys, hams and wild game provided by hunters of the church.      
      Each family should bring 2 sides to share, enough to feed your family plus 10 others. We will also collect    
                                   Christmas shoe boxes this evening. It will be a wonderful night so mark your calendars!

      
           The Seagrove  Pottery Festival is located at the pottery capital of the U.S. and will be held  
      Saturday, November 21. We will leave the Activities Center at 5:30 a.m., stop to eat breakfast in 
Dunn and make our way to Bear Creek for a stop at the Southern Supreme Fruitcake Store to 
sample and purchase some of their yummy treats! Then on to the “Celebration of Seagrove Potters”. 
The festival will showcase many of the potters from the area (over 100) and is a great way to see what 
the area has to offer. We will stop by a few of the shops on the way. The cost is $15/person to ride 
the bus and $5 to enter the festival. We need 20 to sign up and pay $15 before November 14. This is 
Margaret Johnson’s favorite trip of the year!

                    
    The Southern Christmas Show will be in Charlotte on November 16, and if we have 20 people  
to sign up and pay before November 9, we will make a day trip to the show. The cost of $25/person     
            will include transportation leaving at 6:00 a.m. and entrance to the Southern Christmas Show.
 

 
Decemer 9th: Trip to Mike’s Farm       |       December 5th: Brookgreen Gardens Night of 1000 Candles
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CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY

Marie Lane 
Retires After 29 Years 
at First Baptist Church
Twenty nine years ago, the Financial Management Committee of 
our church made a very significant decision. It wasn’t about the 
budget or the building, it was about a person. Twenty nine years ago, 
the Committee hired Marie Lane.  For all those years, First Baptist 
Church has been blessed by Marie’s work-ethic, dependability, and 
attention to detail.  And over those years, in the midst of all the 
changes in our church, Marie has continued to provide that same 
consistency and hard work. 
 

October 22nd is Marie’s last day. She’ll go joyfully into her 
retirement years, but we’ll greet her departure with great 

sadness. If you’re in the office over the next few weeks, stop and 
thank for her a job well done!


